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WGREATER THAN LOVE"
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In 2 lusurious apaxtment house in New York City, dwell six girls-
—painted Lillies who toil not, but cumningly spin. They are united dy a
common philosophy that there “re eusier ways of getting mcney than working
for it. Oroce Merrill is tke ringleader of the cligue; she has evolved

'a hard-boiled philosonhy which is swmed up in the woris "Get a'll you can

and give as little as you con."” She regards =11 men as absolutely trust~
less, and is really sincere in her scoffing at love. In striking contrast
to Groce is Elsie Brown, Grace’s protege, a rather delicate locking girl
of nineteen, sepirited by but six months from the wholescme life of an uv-
stite hatdet, “nd utterly infitted for her newer role. The rem:-ining four
are composed of “Pinkie", whese life ambition is to smve enough money tr

invest in 41l wells; Clarice, who hac prevem to her own satisfaction that

brains are umecessary; Dicma, o pessimist who bitterly resents the foct

that she is getting old, and Malxle, gay and mischievous and always “the

life of the party™. :
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aspolegizes for his intrusion. Graece, on her part, is surprised ~nd cha-
grined t the cleun liking .nd admiration thot she feeks for this man.
She mats it .side, fights it dewn, ond proceeds with the prep:rations for
the oculmin.tion of Elliot's dievk=m:iling schamc.
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Elsie, who has found it impcssible to win back the Xove of Frank
Norwood, takee voison at a very gay and lavieh party that Norwood stages
on his private roof garden, She passes away, aftér a promige
from Grace that she will never let her mother kmow the of a girl she
bas dbeen. Grace notifies Mrs. Brovu of Eisie's death, =2ad she wires that
she is coming &b once to Wew York. Tha girls mre greatly seitated at the
thonght of Elsie's mogher cuming to their apartment, which they real ime ie
no place for her, but under Crace's peadership, they camouilage it to the
best of their ability, and prepare to mike the tkest of Mother's vigit, A1
evidence of Elsie's affair with Norwood is hidden, amd when Mother aririves
the gir}s oreet her in a subdued and restrained manaer, which im no wiee
deceived her into thinking them other than what they are.

o ne

sie Brown's mother—is living

on wh ich the hopsé of the worlid is based — thntﬂodulon,andmm
sweet and sinple being there is no conception of evil. Shemt once recog-
nizes the good there is in the girls, and wins their love in her sweet and
simple way, and despite themselves the gitls feel the influence of her won-
derful rhilosophy. (race in particular is impressed with Mother, and she
pecognizing Grace's superiority to the other girls, feels a deep interest

in her, and before she leaves the foundation of a wonderful frismdship -
between the two is 1laid. Mother, however, despite the efforts o the g'ris
to conceal Elséé’s past 1ifc from her, accidentdy comes upon a newspaper
giving in full the details #f her affair with Norwood, aad the cause of
her death. This does not influence herliking for amd interest in the giris
and after telling them of her love amd interest in them and pointing out

the path ¢o happiness, she legves.

After Mother's visit, Grace fimds it very difficulc to go om with
her present 1ife, and the impression she has made on Mazie and Diana is =0

great that they leave the apartment to go to work.

The frieddship Letweem Grace amd Wellington deveiops, and Grace
is deeply worried over the fact that she is beginring to love Vellington
with an intemsity of which she feel his butterfly wife is incapnble, when
Mother again comes to visit the girls. Grace asks her if it would be very

. Wrong to win bappiness at the expense of someone utterly umrorthy. MNMother

explains how impossidle this would de, and in cormequende, Giace sends for
@ellington and confesses to him Elliot's dlack~mailing schee, taking her

full share of the tlame, and ackmowledging that she yas to receive a owr-

tain sum of money in paymwent for aliemating Wellington's affections from
hiv wife. Uellington studies Grace; he has unquestiomably Leen disillus-
lomed, yet he finds it hard to believe what she has toid him; thea, desurrs
ing her of his gratitude, he leaves. her, determined in future to try ard

‘ ympathize with his wife in her love of plsasure
and exodtement. - S L :

After Wellington goes ocut, of her life, Grace feels that she haw
no further imterssts, but she goes to Mother, and in her love finds the
solzoce aud vomport she sesks.
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